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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to applicant's amendment, received on 03/22/2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 28, 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Guglielmi (1,575,263). 

With respect to claims 28, Guglielmi shows creating a character effigy comprising 
the steps of providing an single item which is flexible and is configurable to be planar, 
defining at a location on the item an unobstrusive character feature representative of 
only head characteristics, said feature having no significant context of a complete 
character effigy when said item is in a planar configuration and manipulating the item 
between the planar configuration and a non-planar configuration, wherein when the item 
is in the planar configuration, it serves a practical function and when it is in the non- 
planar configuration, it gives context to a complete character effigy by simulating the 
body of the character effigy with the character feature positioned appropriately with 
respect to the body formed by the item to simulate the character's head as discussed in 
Guglielmi on page 1 column 2, lines 103- page 2, column 1, lines 1-30 and seen in 
Figures 1 and 2. 
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With respect to claim 23, Guglielmi shows providing an item having first and 
second surfaces and at least first, second and third edges, and wherein said character 
feature is defined on said first surface as in Figure 2. 

With respect to claim 24, Guglielmi shows wherein the step of manipulating is 
accomplished by folding said item to simulate the body of the character effigy as in 
column 1, page 2, lines 20-30. 

With respect to claim 25, Guglielmi shows the step of manipulating being 
accomplished by rolling said item to simulate the body of the character effigy as seen in 
Figure 1. 

With respect to claim 26, Guglielmi shows wherein the step of manipulating is 
accomplished by folding and rolling said item to simulate the body of the character effigy 
as seen in Figure 1 and described in column 1, page 2, lines 20-30. 
4. Claims 28, 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ming (5,172,440). 

With respect to claims 28, Ming shows creating a character effigy comprising the 
steps of providing a single item which is flexible and is configurable to be planar, 
defining at a location on the item an unobtrusive character feature representative of only 
head characteristics 31 said feature having no significant context of a complete 
character effigy when said item is in a planar configuration and manipulating the item 
between the planar configuration and a non-planar configuration (open bag and closed 
bag positions), wherein when the item is in the planar configuration, it serves a practical 
function and when it is in the non-planar configuration, it gives context to a complete 
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character effigy by simulating the body of the character effigy with the character feature 
positioned appropriately with respect to the body formed by the item to simulate the 
character's head as discussed in Ming in column 2, lines 42-57 seen in Figures 8 and 9. 

With respect to claim 23, Ming shows providing an item having first and second 
surfaces and at least first, second and third edges, and wherein said character feature 
is defined on said first surface as in Figure 8. 

With respect to claim 24, Ming shows wherein the step of manipulating is 
accomplished by folding said item to simulate the body of the character effigy as in 
column 2, lines 42-57. 

With respect to claim 25, Ming shows the step of manipulating being 
accomplished by rolling said item to simulate the body of the character effigy as seen in 
Figures 8 and 9. 

With respect to claim 26, Ming shows wherein the step of manipulating is 
accomplished by folding and rolling said item to simulate the body of the character effigy 
as in column 2, lines 42-57. 

5. Claims 28, 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Holt (1,819,295). 

With respect to claims 28, Holt shows creating a character effigy comprising the 
steps of providing an single item which is flexible and is configurable to be planar, 
defining at a location on the item an unobstrusive character feature representative of 
only head characteristics, said feature having no significant context of a complete 
character effigy when said item is in a planar configuration and manipulating the item 
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between the planar configuration and a non-planar configuration, wherein when the item 
is in the planar configuration, it serves a practical function and when it is in the non- 
planar configuration, it gives context to a complete character effigy by simulating the 
body of the character effigy with the character feature positioned appropriately with 
respect to the body formed by the item to simulate the character's head as discussed in 
Holt on page 1 column 1, line 1 1 and seen in Figures 1 and 4. 

With respect to claim 23, Holt shows providing an item having first and second 
surfaces and at least first, second and third edges, and wherein said character feature 
is defined on said first surface as in Figure 1. 

With respect to claim 24, Holt shows wherein the step of manipulating is 
accomplished by folding said item to simulate the body of the character effigy as in 
Figure 4. 

With respect to claim 25, Holt shows the step of manipulating being 
accomplished by rolling said item to simulate the body of the character effigy as seen in 
Figure 4. 

With respect to claim 26, Holt shows wherein the step of manipulating is 
accomplished by folding and rolling said item to simulate the body of the character effigy 
as seen in Figure 4. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's remarks have been fully considered but are deemed non-persuasive. 
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Applicant contends that Guglielmi does not consist of only a single item but multiple 
items (body etc.). Examiner contends that Guglielmi can be characterized as a single 
item. 

Applicant contends that Guglielmi is not configurable to be planar since Guglielmi 
teaches "filling" which would require three dimensionality. Examiner contends that all 
objects require some degree of three dimensionality. An object can be described as 
planar and still have three dimensions. 

Furthermore, on page 6, line 7 of the specification, Applicant states, 
"Furthermore, the feature or features of item 14 may be affixed to the item 12 by a 
manner known in the art." 

Applicant's invention inherently has a degree of three dimensionality especially 
with affixed items 14. 

For the reasons above, the grounds of rejection are deemed proper. 
7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Louis B Tran whose telephone number is 703-305-061 1. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-6PM Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi I Rada can be reached on 703-308-2187. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ^ . 
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